
 

              
 
June 15, 2020 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Speaker Majority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate 
U.S. Capitol Building, H-222 U.S. Capitol Building, S-230 
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 
Republican Leader Democratic Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate 
U.S. Capitol Building, H-204 U.S. Capitol Building, S-221 
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader McConnell, Leader McCarthy and Leader Schumer: 
 
As you continue the critically important work of supporting our patients and frontline 
workers during the COVID-19 crisis, we are writing to urge you to include in the next 
stimulus package protections for the health care coverage of employees and employers 
impacted by this pandemic and the economic downturn that has followed.  

 
While states are beginning to phase-in the re-opening of some businesses in their 
communities, a second wave of the pandemic is expected and there is still a 
considerable way to go before those impacted will be able to fully recover, personally 
and professionally. With each week that passes, more businesses close or scale back 
and more workers are finding themselves displaced. The magnitude of this crisis is 
unmatched and heartbreaking.  
 
Affordable access to health care has always been important, but never more so than 
right now as together we face the most extraordinary health and economic crisis of our 
time. Because tens of millions of Americans receive health care coverage through their 
employers, it is critically important this coverage continue so that access to care is 
maintained. We know all too well that a lack of affordable coverage can deter people 
from seeking the health care services they may need, even in an emergency.  
 
This is why we urge you to take immediate action to protect the affordable health care 
coverage millions of Americans count on through their employers. We join in support of 
the COVID Coverage Coalition’s call to include the following remedies in the next 
legislative package addressing the COVID-19 crisis: 
 

1. Provide Employers with Temporary Subsidies to Preserve Health Benefits. 
Many employers experiencing loss of revenue as a result of the economic 
downturn are compelled reluctantly to reduce benefits as one way to manage 
expenses. Congress could help employers by providing subsidies to offset the cost 
of preserving health coverage during this crisis. 
 



 

2. Cover the Cost of Coverage through the Consolidated Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act (COBRA). The COVID-19 crisis has already triggered 
significant job loss. Many individuals may have the option to maintain their job- 
based health coverage through COBRA but find the costs to be prohibitive, 
especially if they are facing a significant reduction in income. Congress could 
offset the full cost of coverage through COBRA to former employees through a 
direct subsidy. 

 
3. Expand Use of Health Savings Accounts (HSA). Currently, HSAs may only be 

used for certain qualifying expenses, which do not include premiums. Congress 
could temporarily lift this limit to provide individuals and families with access to 
additional resources to cover the cost of coverage. 

 
4. Open a Special Enrollment Period for Health Insurance Marketplaces. The 

Health Insurance Marketplaces are an existing source of private coverage for 
many individuals and families, including those in self-employed households. 
While individuals who have recently lost employer-based coverage are eligible to 
enroll in the Marketplaces as a result of an existing Special Enrollment Period 
(SEP), Congress could create a new, one-time SEP for enrollment in the 
Marketplaces specifically for those individuals who are uninsured and not 
otherwise eligible for an existing SEP. 

 
5. Increase Eligibility for Federal Subsidies for the Health Insurance 

Marketplaces. Some individuals and families earned too much money to qualify 
for Health Insurance Marketplace subsidies but too little to afford premiums. 
Congress could increase access to individual market coverage by increasing 
eligibility for federal subsidies. We also recommend that Congress temporarily 
enhance financial assistance for individuals who already rely on the Health 
Insurance Marketplace for coverage by reducing the required contribution 
percentage to lower the cost of premiums. 

  
Now is the time to act. The loss of health care coverage is creating hardship for many 
families, limiting access to care and important resources in our already struggling health 
care system. This at a time when they are needed more than ever before. 

 
We encourage you to prioritize these five solutions, and provide individuals, families 
and employers with the help they so desperately need during this critical period. If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Michele Kimball, President and 
CEO, Physicians for Fair Coverage, at mkimball@pfc-assn.org or 651-955-8878. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Emergency Department Practice Management Association 
National Patient Advocate Foundation 
Patients Rising 
Physicians for Fair Coverage 
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