
 
 

 

 

December 14, 2021  

 

 
The Honorable Patty Murray       The Honorable Richard Burr 
Chairman Senate HELP Committee     Ranking Member, Senate HELP Committee 
428 Dirksen Senate Office Building    428 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510     Washington, D.C.  20510 

 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell      The Honorable Charles Schumer 
Minority Leader, U.S. Senate     Majority Leader, U.S. Senate 

317 Russell Senate Office Building    322 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C.  20510     Washington, D.C.  20510 

 
 
On behalf of Patients Rising, the organization representing millions of Americans living with chronic disease, I 

write to support the nomination of Dr. Robert Califf to serve as Commissioner of the Food and Drug 

Administration.   

Patients Rising is a 100,000-member organization of patients with chronic illnesses. We work with patients to 

advocate for access to the treatments, innovations, and care they need. Our numerous patient programs and 

initiatives, including Patients Rising Concierge, Patients Rising University, Voices of Value, and Patients Rising 

NOW, educate patients about the legislative process and empower them to advocate for reforms to advance patient 

access, affordability, and transparency in healthcare. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has a broad range of responsibilities impacting the health and well-being 

of Americans, including regulation of prescription drugs and over-the-counter drugs. Together, with patients and 

the federal government, we share the administrations’ objective to responsibly protect the public’s health by 

ensuring the safety, efficacy, and security of drugs, biological products, and medical devices. Our organization 

works with the FDA to inform them of the impact of healthcare policies on Americans with chronic disease. 

Patients Rising Now supports Dr. Califf’s nomination to lead the FDA because of background as a cardiologist, 

academic tenure at Duke University School of Medicine, and robust knowledge of clinical trials. Dr. Robert Califf 

also has first-hand FDA experience, having served as a commissioner for the Food and Drug Administration 

during the Obama Administration. 

For Patients Rising, our pro-patient agenda addresses critical priorities before the FDA and Congress. The 

Administration should work to get patients out of the middle of the drug price wars. Patients Rising supports Dr. 

Califf and encourages him to lead an agency that creates pathways for states to work together, accelerate approval 

for rare and chronic disease treatments and improve clinical trials.   

Patients Rising is engaged on all issues impacting patients with chronic disease and looks forward to working 

with the FDA and Congress on these issues. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me 

at twilcox@patientsrising.org. 

 
Sincerely,  

 

mailto:twilcox@patientsrising.org


 
 

 

 

Terry Wilcox 

Executive Director 

Patients Rising Now 


